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MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS 

HUNTING SEASON - QUOTA CHANGE SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Antelope  2025 
Adam Grove 

 
 

Hunting Districts: 380 
 
1. Describe the proposed season - quotas changes and provide a summary of prior history (i.e., prior 
history of permits, season types, etc.).   

 
The proposal is to decrease the number of 380-20 either-sex licenses from 25 to 10 with a new 380-20 
license quota range of 5 to 25. The proposal would also eliminate the 380-30 antelope B-license opportunity. 
License levels have been at quota minimums for the last several years (see Tables 1A-C for past license and 
harvest information). One item of note is that the 380-31 extra antelope B-license type was eliminated for the 
2016 season.(Figure 1) (Figure 2) (Figure 3) 

 
 

Figure 1: Table 1A. License and harvest information for antelope HD 380. 
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Figure 2: Table 1B. Either-sex license and harvest information for antelope HD 380. 

 
 

Figure 3: Table 1C. Doe-fawn license and harvest information for antelope HD 380. 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the objective of this proposed change?   This could be a specific harvest amount or 
resulting population level or number of game damage complaints, etc. 

 
The objective of the proposed change is to significantly reduce antelope harvest in the HD to increase overall 
antelope numbers in the HD. Current antelope numbers in the HD are well below desired levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. How will the success of this proposal be measured?   This could be annual game or harvest 
surveys, game damage complaints, etc.  
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Annual aerial antelope surveys, either in the form of a complete HD coverage ‘census’ survey (every 3 years) 
or production sampling surveys to determine production (fawns per 100 does) and bucks per 100 does ratios, 
will be used to monitor the status of the district’s antelope population. The Department’s annual telephone 
harvest survey will be used to monitor the harvest-success on the either-sex and doe-fawn license types. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is the current population’s status in relation to the management objectives? (i.e., state 
management objectives from management plan if applicable; provide current and prior years of 
population survey, harvest, or other pertinent information).  

 
A total of only 53 antelope were observed during this year’s complete coverage ‘census’ survey in the district 
which was a decline of 36% in overall numbers from the last ‘census’ survey (83 antelope) flown in 2021. The 
total number observed this year is also approximately 43% below the 93 antelope observed during 2023’s 
production survey. While it’s quite possible we may have missed some antelope, numbers are obviously still 
down dramatically. Subsequent ground observations have not yielded any higher numbers. This year’s 
census total is approximately 76% below the unofficial management point objective of 225 antelope for the 
HD.  
Harvest alone doesn’t explain the significant observed drop in antelope numbers in the HD the last few years. 
Unless our harvest point estimates have been off significantly, we’ve obviously had other sources of mortality 
at play in the HD over the last few years, or antelope have moved into one of the adjacent hunting districts. 
We had observed some winter mortality during the winter of 2019-20 from some unidentified sickness-
disease. However, the level of mortality was far more significant than what we initially believed, and the 
population has continued to decline since then.  
While the overall number of bucks was low, this year’s bucks per 100 does ratio of 52.0 was up 
approximately 58% from last year’s production survey ratio of 32.8. This year’s ratio was approximately 31% 
above the long-term average of 39.8 bucks per 100 does. The unofficial management objective for the HD is 
to maintain a ratio of at least 40 bucks per 100 does, so this year’s ratio was approximately 30% above that. 
While overall fawn numbers were also low, this year’s fawns per 100 does ratio of 60.0 is approximately 83% 
above last year’s ratio of 32.8 and is approximately 21% above the long-term average of 49.6. This year’s 
fawns per 100 does ratio broke a four-year string of dismal fawns per 100 does ratios in the HD.(Figure 1) 
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Figure 1: Table 2. Antelope survey information for HD 380 (1993-2024). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Provide information related to any weather-habitat factors, public or private land use or resident 
and nonresident hunting opportunity that have relevance to this change (i.e., habitat security, hunter 
access, vegetation surveys, weather index, snow conditions, and temperature - precipitation 
information). 

 
The proposed recommendation will decrease both resident and nonresident hunting opportunity. Antelope 
habitat in the hunting district is a mixture of public land (mostly BLM) and private land. However, most of the 
antelope in the HD are found on private land, so landowner tolerance is always a concern. Given that most of 
the antelope are found on private land in the HD, access considerations are also a consideration and access 
is limited or non-existent in some areas of the hunting district. There are several Block Management areas in 
the HD where antelope may potentially be found during    the hunting season; however, refuge type areas 
with limited to no hunting access are in close proximity to a couple of them. The south end of the hunting 
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district is also located in the Townsend Weapons Restriction area, so effectively harvesting antelope in that 
area is a challenge.     
      The area is currently in a moderate to severe drought this year with precipitation amounts being far below 
average through the summer which has significantly negatively impacted rangelands. Juniper encroachment 
into historically native grassland-sagebrush areas has decreased the amount of potentially available antelope 
habitat in the district to some extent or at least reduced the quality of that habitat; as areas of thicker juniper 
establishment may potentially be precluding antelope from moving through those areas to other areas of 
potential antelope habitat. Although, recent juniper treatment projects in the HD have improved the situation. 
Winter range for antelope is not believed to be a limiting factor in the south half of the district, if antelope 
numbers are held in check to some degree. The northern half of the district in the Helena Valley is mostly 
cropland with very little winter range habitat, unless the areas stay blown free of snow. Antelope numbers in 
this portion of the district are limited, and antelope move back and forth between HD 380 and HD 388.  
As mentioned above, the population has suffered a significant level of mortality or populuation loss from 
causes other than harvest since 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Briefly describe the contacts you have made with individual sportsmen or landowners, public 
groups or organizations regarding this proposal and indicate their comments (both pro and con). 

 
Individuals contacted about the proposal have been supportive of the proposal or at least apparently okay 
with it. Given that overall antelope numbers have declined significantly in the last couple of years, it is 
expected that most landowners and sportsmen would at least be okay with or outright in favor of the 
proposal. We haven’t received any landowner complaints about antelope numbers in the HD in a number of 
years, and fawn production has been very low the last five years. The Townsend area game warden was 
notified of the proposal and was apparently at least okay with the proposal, since no comments were 
received on it. 
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