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Chair Robinson and Commissioners,                                               25 July 2024


The killing of wolves should be avoided for several important reasons rooted in 
ecological balance, ethical considerations, and cultural significance. Ecologically, 
wolves play a critical role as apex predators in maintaining the health and 
balance of ecosystems. They help regulate prey populations, such as deer and 
elk, preventing overgrazing and promoting biodiversity. Without wolves, these 
prey populations can expand uncontrollably, leading to the degradation of 
vegetation and negatively impacting other species in the ecosystem. This trophic 
cascade demonstrates the essential role of wolves in fostering a balanced and 
thriving natural environment.

Ethically, many argue that wolves have an intrinsic right to live free from 
unnecessary harm inflicted by humans. Wolves, like all sentient beings, 
experience pain and suffering, raising significant animal welfare concerns. 
Furthermore, wolves exhibit complex social structures, living in family units and 
displaying strong bonds and cooperation within their packs. The disruption of 
these social structures through killing can cause immense distress and 
destabilization, further emphasizing the ethical considerations against their 
elimination.

Culturally, wolves hold significant value and symbolism in various human 
societies, from Indigenous cultures that view them as sacred and integral to their 
heritage, to modern conservationists who recognize their importance in the 
natural world. Respecting these cultural perspectives fosters greater appreciation 
and protection of wildlife, encouraging coexistence rather than conflict.



Economically, non-lethal methods of managing wolf populations, such as using 
guard animals, fencing, or compensation programs, can be more sustainable and 
beneficial to local communities than lethal control methods. These approaches 
can reduce livestock predation while preserving wolf populations, allowing for a 
balanced cohabitation where both human and wildlife interests are considered.

In conclusion, protecting wolves from being killed aligns with ecological, ethical, 
cultural, and economic arguments, supporting a multifaceted approach to wildlife 
conservation that benefits both the environment and humanity.

You have an opportunity to acknowledge and respect the desires of the non-
consumptive community  Stop the slaughter of Yellowstone and Montana wolves. 
Please review supporting documents. 

Marc Cooke
President
Wolves of the Rockies
Stevensville, Montana
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