
Mountain Lion Master List 
December 20, 2021  

Specific proposed changes for 2022–2023 as adopted by the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission at their December 14, 2021 meeting identified below. All season 

components except calendar year rotation are open for public comment but are 
proposed to remain unchanged from 2021. 

 
 

Statewide 

Mountain lion management units (LMUs, specific LMUs may be managed separately, or a similar 
approach may be used statewide) may be managed under: 
 1) A straight quota system that would close when the quota is met, or 
 2) A hybrid system that uses a permit for the early portion of the season and then uses a quota 

for the remainder of the season if the quota has not been met during the permit season. 
 

Up to 40 D-4 nonresident hound licenses may be issued that are valid during the mountain lion hunting 
season, with no more than two D-4 hound licenses issued within the groupings of LMUs used in prior 
seasons. 

Specifically: 
1. 100, 103, and 104 – 194-00 
2. 101, 102, 109, and 110 – 195-00 
3. 121, 122, 123, and 124 – 196-00 
4. 120, 130, 140, 141, 150, and 170 – 197-00 
5. 200, 201, 203, and Missoula Special Management Area – 294-00 
6. 204, 240, 250, 260, 261, 262, and 270 – 295-00 
7. 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, and 217 – 296-00 
8. 280, 281, 283, 284, 285, 290, 291, 292, 293, and 298 – 297-00 
9. 339, 343, 350, 370, 380, 388, 390, 391, and 394 – 394-00 
10. 300, 302, 319, 320, 321, 322, 325, 327, 328, 329, 331, 332, 333, 334, 340, and 341 – 395-00 
11. 310, 311, 312, 313, 314, 315, 316, 317, 360, 361, 362, 393 
12. 400, 401, 403, 404, 406, 415, 421, 422, 424, 425, 441, 442, 444, and 450 – 494-00 
13. 405, 410, 411, 412, 413, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 426, 445, 446, 447, 448, 451, 452, 455, and 471 

– 495-00 
14. 502, 515, 535, 540, 575, 580, and 590 – 594-00 
15. 525, 555, 565 – 595-00 
16. 690 – 694-00 
17. Region 6 (except 690) – 695-00 
18. Region 7 – 794-00 

 
Options for statewide season structure for winter season with dogs include: 

1) A straight open quota season (with male or female subquotas) that would close when the 
quota or subquotas are met, 

2) A hybrid season that uses a special mountain lion license for the early portion of the season 
and then uses a quota (with male or female subquotas) for the remainder of the season if the 
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quota or subquotas are not met (assumes the quota is equal to the number of special 
mountain lion licenses), or 

3) A hybrid season that partitions harvest between limited special mountain lion licenses and, at 
the same time, a mountain lion season with quotas (and male or female subquotas) for 
hunters holding an unlimited license.  A hunter may only hold one or the other of these 
licenses or a hound training license in a given license year.   
 
Limited special mountain lion licenses will be valid within described lion management units 
and must be applied for by the posted deadline as a first and only choice in the annual 
drawing.  Purchase of a limited special mountain lion license will preclude any purchased of 
an unlimited mountain lion license in that license year.  For option 2, the number of limited 
special mountain lion licenses will be equal to the quota for that lion management unit.  For 
option 3, the number of limited special mountain lion licenses may be between 10% and 30% 
of the area quota for which the license is valid.  This percentage will be determined by the 
commission not later than the final adoption of annual mountain lion harvest quotas.  
Unsuccessful applicants may purchase only a resident hound training license and may not 
harvest a lion during that license year.  The limited special mountain lion license would be 
valid throughout the winter season regardless of harvest status relative to quota.  Holders of 
limited special mountain lion licenses may harvest a lion during archery only and fall season 
without dogs in any open mountain lion hunting district. 
 
Unlimited mountain lion licenses will be valid within a single region and must be purchased 
by Feb 28.  Purchase of an unlimited mountain lion license will preclude any application for a 
limited special mountain lion license in that license year.   The unlimited mountain lion 
license would be valid during the winter season in open lion management units within that 
region.  Holders of unlimited mountain lion licenses may harvest a lion during archery only 
and fall season without dogs in any open mountain lion hunting district.      

 
Region 1 

HD (LMU) 121 &123: Boundary change - Adjust boundary near Belknap, Montana. The current legal 
description references a USFS trail that no longer exists. Therefore, the description for that 
portion of the boundary will be changed to follow Sievers Ridge to its termination with 
Mosquito Creek road. 

Region 2 
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HD 250: Remove from Region 2 hybrid season. Allow general license mountain lion harvest 

beginning on December 1 up to quota.  

 

Region 3 

HD 300: Rename HD 300 to HD 303 to match deer and elk HDs.   

New HD 304 Spanish Peak Portion – was “HD 311 Spanish Peaks Portion” but renamed to reflect deer 
and elk proposed HD changes.    
• Retain same quota and same boundaries and legal description. Current quota is 7 with 

no female subquota.    
 
New HD 304: This is to match the new deer-elk proposal. This unit is the southern portion of what was 

HD 311. See boundary change master list.  
•  HD 304 is to be included in LMU with HD 310, 311, 360, 361, and 362 (excluding HD 304 

Spanish Peaks Portion which is a standalone LMU.) Retain same quota. 
 

New HD 360 replaces HD 310, 311, 360, 361, and 362.  Boundary change designed to more closely 
match new proposed deer and elk HDs. In the proposed deer and elk HD adjustments, HD 362 
will be combined into HD 360. New HD will be named 360.  

 Retain same quota.  Current quota is 10 with female subquota of 3.HD 310, 311, 360, 361, and 
362: Boundary change – To more closely match new proposed deer and elk HDs, combine HDs, 
310, 311, 360, 361, and 362. See boundary changes master list.  New HD will be named HD 311. 

 
• Retain same quota.  Current quota is 10 with female subquota of 3 
• HD 311 Spanish Peak Portion remains unchanged.  

o Retain same quota.  Current quota is 7 with no female subquota  
o Reason: this special portion was created over a bighorn sheep winter range to use 

hunting as a tool to prevent lions from exploiting this small sheep herd’s discrete winter 
range. 

 
HD 302, 328 & 329: Boundary change- Add portions of HD 328 to both HD 302 & 329 resulting in two 

new HDs to be named HD 329 and HD 302. See boundary changes master list. LMU changes to 
include HDs 300, new 302, and new 329. 

HD 319 & 341: Boundary change- Combine HD 319 and HD 341. New HD will be named HD 319. See deer 
and elk boundary changes master list. Increase Total Quota from 4 to 5. Keep female Subquota 
at 2. LMU will just be HD 319 (after incorporation of 341). 
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HD 312, 390 & 393: Boundary change – Add HD 390 into an LMU with HDs 312 and 393. See boundary 

changes master list. New LMU will include HDs 312, 390 and 393.  
 

Quota changed to a total of 13 and a female subquota of 6. NOTE: The current quota for HDs 
312 and 393 is 9 with a subquota of 4 females. The current quota for HDs 390 and 391 is 11 with 
a female subquota of 5. 

 
HD 390, 391, & 392: Boundary change – Combine HDs 391 & 392 into a single LMU. Remove HD 390 

from 390 & 391 LMU. See boundary changes master list.  
 
 Quota for new LMU (HDs 391 & 392) is a total of 11 (range 8-14) with a female subquota of 4. 

NOTE: The current quota for HDs 390 and 391 is 11 with a female subquota of 5. The current 
quota for HD 392 is 4 with a female subquota of 1.  
 
NOTE: The above two proposed quota changes involving HDs 312, 390, 391, 392 and 393 sum to 
a total of 24 (female subquota of 10); current quotas in all five HDs sum to a total of 24 (female 
subquota of 10).  

 
HD 322, 323, 325, 325, 326, 327, & 330: Boundary change – Combine HDs into a single mountain lion HD 

and a single LMU named HD 322. See boundary changes master list.   
 

Quota for new LMU is a total of 12 with a female subquota of 4. NOTE: combined quota in HDs 
322, 323, 324, 325, 326, 327, and 330 is currently 12 with a female subquota of 4.  This change 
combines two LMUs.  
 

HD 320 & 333: Boundary change – Combine HDs 320 and 333 to exclude the northeast portion of HD 
333 east of State Highway 359, south of Interstate 90, and west of U. S. Highway 287. Excluded 
portion is proposed to be added to HD 311.  New HD will be named HD 320. See boundary 
changes master list.  

Quota for new LMU (HD 320) is a total of 4 with a female subquota of 1. NOTE: quota is 
currently 4 with a female subquota of 1.  
 

HD 350 & 370: Boundary change- Combine HD 350 and HD 370. New HD will be named HD 350. See 
boundary changes master list. HD 350 and 370 are already in the same LMU. No change to 
quota. 

HD 380: Boundary change – Add the southeast portion of HD 380 to HD 390.  HD 390 is being added to 
the LMU with HDs 312 and 393. See boundary changes master list.  

  
Region 4 
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HD 413 & 432:  Boundary Change – Combine HD 413 and 432 into one Lion Management Unit called HD 

413.  Maintain the existing quota of 5 males and 5 females.  See boundary changes master list. 
See quota adjustments below. 

 
HD 421: Boundary Change – Remove HD 421 from Lion Management Unit of HDs 404, 421, 444 and 450. 

Add HD 421 to new Lion Management Unit with HDs 421 and 423. See boundary changes 
master list. See quota adjustments below.  

 
HD 423: Boundary Change – Remove HD 423 from Lion Management Unit with HDs 422, 423, 424, 425 

and 442. Add HD 423 to new Lion Management Unit with HDs 421 and 423. See boundary 
changes master list. See quota adjustments below. 

 
HDs 445, 455: Add HD 446 to Lion Management Unit with 445 and 455. Maintain quota at 6 males 8 

females. See quota adjustments below.  
 
HD 446: Boundary Change – Remove HD 446 from Lion Management Unit with HDs 416, 446, 451, 452, 

and 454. Add HD 446 to Lion Management Unit with HDs 445 and 455. See boundary changes 
master list. See quota adjustments below. 

 
HD 450: Boundary change – Remove HD 450 from Lion management unit of HDs 404, 421, 444 and 450. 

Add HD 450 to Lion Management Unit with HDs 422, 424, 425, 442, and 450. See boundary 
changes master list. See quota adjustments below.  

 
HDs 404, 416, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 442, 444, 445, 446, 450, 451, 452, 454 & 455: Quotas for Lion 

Management Units based on boundary adjustments above. 
 

Quota for Lion Management Unit 404 & 444 is 2 males and 2 females. 
Quota for Lion Management Unit 422, 424, 425, 442 & 450 is 5 males and 3 females.  
Quota for Lion Management Unit 421 and 423 is 3 male and 3 females.  
Quota for Lion Management Unit 445, 446, and 455 is 6 males and 8 females.  
Quota for Lion Management Unit 416, 451, 452, and 454 is 6 males and 7 females.  
Quota for Lion Management Unit 413 is 5 males and 5 females.  
 

NOTE: proposed quotas for HDs 404, 416, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 442, 444, 445, 446, 450, 451, 452, 454, 
and 455 sum to a total of 29 males and 28 females; current combined quotas for the same HDs sum to 24 
males and 23 females 
 

 
Region 5  
HD 510, 560, 520: Boundary change – HDs are proposed to be adjusted, renamed, and combined into a 

single Lion Management Unit. The northern portion of HD 560 and a portion of 520 will be 
combined and named HD 525. HD 510 and a portion of 520 will be combined and named 555, 
the southern portion of HD 560 will be renamed HD 565. See boundary changes master list.  
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HDs 525, 555, and 565 (new proposed names) will be combined into a single Lion Management 
Unit with a quota of 6 males, 9 females.  
 

HD 500, 511, 530 & 570: Boundary Change – HD 500 and HD 570 will be combined and named HD 515. 
HD 511 and HD 530 will be combined and named HD 535. See boundary changes master list.  
HDs 502, 515, 535, 575, and 590 (new proposed names) will be included in a single Lion 
Management Unit with a total quota of 27.  

 
 
 


