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Montana Veterans Association
91 Campus Drive PMB #2407
Missoula, MT 59801

President/Founder: Samuel P. Redfern M( i
sam@mtmva.org Z UETE .1' ;
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-
7,

Vice President: Jim Peterson SUGIATIL
jim@mtmva.org

CFO: Matt Amble
matt@mtmva.org

406-830-3086, 406-218-1696
www.mtmva.org
www.facebook.com/montannaveteransassociation

Montana Veterans Association

October 27, 2021

Sam Redfern/MVA

FWP/FWC Commission Hearing
October 28, 2021

Crossbow Accommodation

Dear Commissioners and Friends;

Greetings from the Montana Veterans Association. I am Founder and President of the Montana Veterans Association and
USOH Warrior Team Hunt program. Our Warrior Team Hunt Program has 107 veterans in the program that hunt 43 ranches
in Montana. It is a fast-growing and immensely successful advanced hunter education and buddy team model for our
Wounded Warriors, Disabled Veterans, and family members. The Warrior Team Hunt program was born and raised right
here in Montana and has expanded to state chapters nationwide. MVA represents 48 Veteran organizations in our Coalition
here in Montana. We support this program because it the allows freedom, opportunity, and access that we advocate for on
behalf of Montana Veterans and disabled hunters in general. Several of our warrior hunters are wheelchair bound and use
wheel track chairs. They have limited access to public lands that have been closed off to them or resources to be able to get
up the mountains of those public land. Consequently, we developed and work with an advanced hunter education program
where we teach a range day, gear layout day, land availability/access day (with OnX), as well as hunter ethics, fair-chase
and conservation.

We have listened to the members and disabled Veterans that have come to MVA and said that they would like to use a
crossbow during the archery season because it’s literally their only way to do so in any meaningful and participatory way.
We also work closely with the landowners of these beautiful Montana ranches who want to be able to give these Montana
veterans access for this special season. Providing this sort of access often does not work for some of these working ranches
during the rifle season due to some of the stock and management issues the landowners face. Therefore, we ask you (o
support this accommodation and we ask for your consideration of what we see as a very small percentage of disabled
combat veterans and disabled Montana citizens that will utilize this freedom access and opportunity. We should not take that
opportunity away from them. They fought for this country and served with honor and distinction. On a personal level I
served in combat in Fallujah, Mosul, Rawa and Tal Afar Iraq and survived a TBL I can pull back a bow with pain. I am
fortunate that I can do that, so this accommodation will not benefit or affect me for now, but there are a great many of my
brothers and sisters that simply cannot do so. Why would we want to limit their opportunities in the Great State of
Montana? Please support this accommodation. We have an opportunity to end this long debate today, and our entire Board
and staff at MVA support you precisely doing that.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this very important request. I apologize that I am not with you today. It is not
a reflection on the importance of our heartfelt request. T am currently in the field with a group of warriors assisting Elk hunts
planned long ago. Please send us some good news regarding your decision.

Sincerely,
Samuel P. Redfern Matthew Amble
MVA President MVA Chief Financial Officer

Electronic Signature //SPR/// Electronic Signature ///MA///



STATE OF MONTANA

GREG GIANFORTE, GOVERNOR

BOARD OFFICE (406) 444-5609
Executive Director George Edwards
Email gedwards@mt.gov

LIVESTOCK LOSS BOARD
PO BOX 202005
HELENA, MONTANA 59620-2001

GRIZZLY BEAR RELOCATION TESTIMONY
October 28™ FWP COMMISSION MEETING

Montana’s Livestock Loss Board is opposed to the relocation of grizzly bears in areas near livestock operations.
During the 2013 legislative session, grizzly caused livestock loss was added to our board for compensation and
loss prevention efforts. Since that time grizzly bear caused livestock loss has steadily risen. During our first full
year we paid claims for 33 head of livestock amounting to $55,151. By 2019 this had risen to 173 head amounting
to $143,467. Money to pay claims comes from the state general fund. Relocation of bears only increases the ’
demand for general fund dollars and directly impacts all Montana taxpayers. According to USDA Wildlife
Services they have seen an all time high in requests for investigations related to grizzlies in 2021 and the year is
not over yet. Our board does not have the financial resources to continue livestock death loss payments if this rate

continues to rise.

Our board opposes all relocation sites along the Rocky Mountain Front due to increased livestock death loss. We
also oppose relocations sites in Madison, Powell, Sweet Grass, Stillwater, and Carbon Counties for the same
reason. If relocation is conducted in these counties, FWP should help to foot the bill for USDA Wildlife Services
investigations and/or trapping of grizzly bears. Our board has provided sporadic funding to Wildlife Services for
investigations and loss prevention efforts. State law 2-15-3112 states Wildlife Services has the final say for
determining the cause of livestock deaths. In the near future we will no longer be able to provide Wildlife
Services any funding due to increased livestock loss caused by grizzly bears. Keep in mind, almost half of USDA
Wildlife Services funding is already provided by the ranchers themselves. This means ranchers are funding a

- portion of the trapping efforts for FWP along with many of them having livestock loss due to grizzly bears.
Montana ranchers should not be responsible for funding grizzly bear trapping and relocation efforts. Keep this in
mind as you try to mend landowner relationships. Ideally we believe this is a federal problem and should be fully

funded by the federal government.

We request that a GPS collar be placed on every relocated grizzly bear and USDA Wildlife Services be provided
information on current known bear locations. This will help them to identify problem grizzly bears should
predation begin again on a livestock operation. It is also a public safety issue when grizzly bears are relocated
outside of a core recovery area. Ranchers must be notified when grizzly bears are on or near their ranch to protect

themselves, their families, and their livestock.

Please keep in mind that only a portion of all grizzly bear caused livestock losses are found. Legislation was
passed during the 2021 session allowing our board to pay a multiplier by regions. Currently we do not have
funding to pay a multiplier. Although we do not have funding, we have begun discussions to formulate an
administrative rule on this topic. Our belief is that the taxpayers of our state and our state legislature will not be
willing to fund the possible millions of dollars necessary to pay a multiplier for livestock losses.

Board members - Doreen Gillespie (Ethridge), Elaine Allestad (Big Timber), Dave McEwen (Galata), Joe Kipp
(Browning) and Patty Quisno (Harlem)



edar

(:reek

Integrated Health

10/28/2021
To Whom It May Concern

I am writing this letter today to support the fight of disabled hunters in the state of Montana for
the right to hunt with accommodations as protected under the American’s with Disability Act.

The utilization of an accommodation should be determined by a trained healthcare provider. The
fact that this committee has a say over this issue is grossly negligent and a violation of the ADA.
To inhibit a disabled Montanan’s right to access our beautiful state and resources is an afront to
your agency’s role and function.

As the committee is aware, Montana leads the nation in veterans per capita. Additionally,
Montana leads in completed suicides annually of which our disabled veterans represent a large

number of these deaths.

As a veteran and behavioral health provider, it behooves me to highlight that by increasing
access to outdoor opportunities and accommodations that allow for improved community
integration have been proven to increase protective factors and decrease symptoms associated
with depression and anxiety disorders.

Thank you for your time and efforts ensuring that all Montanans have equal access to our
beautiful state.

If needed, I am available at meganb@cedarcreekintegratedhealth.com
Sincerely,
Megan Bailey
Megan Bailey,

LCSW,LMFT,LAC
COO and therapist

Ronan Office—11 Main SE, Ronan, MT 59864 Phone (406) 872-0630
Missoula Office — 1635 Russel, Missoula, MT 59802 Phone (406) 203-9948
Libby Office — 108 E 9‘h Street, Suite 11 Libby, MT 59923 Phone (406) 293-5284

St. Ignatius Office - 109 1" Ave (PO Box 703), St. Ignatius, MT 59865 Phone (406) 745-3681
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%“ Spam

FW: Failure Notice Yahoo/lnbox |

1]

jaywbetc@aol.com Mon. Oct 25 at 7:22 P
To:
brad.molnar@yahoo.con

——Original Message—

From: o fe. o R L e g BEGS
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 8:09 PM
To:

Subject: Faﬂure Notice

Sorry, we were unable to deliver your message fo the following
address.

< * >
552: 1 Requested mail aclion aborted, mailbox not found

Forwarded message

Brad Molmar

Please email the questionnaire an MT crossbow for disabled, as |
am traveling and litlle access to my mail.

1 am a Veteran, avid hunter and have a disabled shoulder that limits
my ability to draw back a bow and sometimes even the draw loc.

The draw loc is a bow modification that is poorly designed and not
very dependable. | am not coniident in shooting the draw loc and
know 1 am only 50% effective in shooting it.

There is a high probability in wounding deer with a draw loc vs a
bow or crossbow.

A crossbow would allow me to shoot a weapon | can get drawn back
on my own with my disabled shoulder and make proper arrow
placement to ensure a quick and human kill.

Sincerely

Jay Wilson
jaywbetc@zol.com

Untitled

TERE

@ @ B -
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
THorMpsoN

Name V| K¢ VAN DEP\/E‘LLR, Address P.0 RoX 518 EALls  My. Email
PRENG I,?A{é MaHeb Loy Phone 468(,-207-9795

(Optional) My disability is TRACK e

I have had a PTMAE for | ] years. I have hunted with a “draw loc” for 10 of
those years. | still use a draw loc (Yes) (No)

The draw loc is a good accommodation for me. (No) A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my disability (No)

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)

Are you a disabled veteran (No)

Should you be allowed to hunt without a “non-hunting companion” during

archery season? @ (No)

Should crossbows be banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)

Signature // M% Date 2! Ot 2]

Please mail back to: Brad Molnar, PO 517, Laurel, Mt. 59044
Comments: T Have Besn LogsiNg STRENGTH (N MY SHouLDERS
AND BALK To Now X eaN MO LoNGER NolD M4 Bow jul A
SHooTINe Tomon AT ALL THANK Hod So Vgry MucH - .
X Have Jied To use A meK BR Suppord Bus 173 DiFhis




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Name iSe€iviant, L»!"\%’“f‘kﬁ . Address 3727 Rosewast Drv Email
' "~ Phone &9 7C20n

Hoye,

{ Cacpr) Tepuwd ¢ ‘7*7 ”3‘;’

(Optional) My disability is - Shedders ﬁn {recd &mZ; R e ‘; L

| have had a PTMAE for .5 years. | have hunted with a “draw loc” for 5 of
those years. | still use a draw loc (Zfz/s) (No)

The draw loc is a good accommodation for me. (Yes) (No) A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my disability (‘7e\s) (No)

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)
WIETL Doz 202/

Are you a disalied veteran Q:e:g) (No)

Should you be aIIowed to hunt without a non huntmg companion” during
archery season?¢ (@ (No) Grent (il ) for Grandids

Should crossbows be banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)

(No)

Slgnature a, mlm N 1\{ :u tbffvt:? Date /= fl / g”, ey
\\' ‘f\ AV]
Please mail back to: Brad Molnar, PO.517, Laurel, Mt. 59044
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN SEvES Y ! e

/
Name 5@/6/ &/%ﬂmdress 0, ;:‘%74-3’7/ Email /-

” Phone ‘§/5’é ~ 300 ~ A58 S
) o /A/:/’UAZ ) g ' S Ao
(Optional) My disability is (S A ¢ic %Ué/bﬂ’/i/ KiST{@) 72 /‘/f cr A
/ T oo

I'have had a PTMAE for __/ vyears. | have hunted with a “draw loc” fori of
those years. I still use a draw loc dfes) (No)

re

The draw loc is a good accommodation for me. (@ (No) A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my disability@es) {(No if

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)
Lo & LA

Are you a disabled ve&t,eran (Yes) (@

Should you be allowed to hunt without a “non-hunting companion” during
archery season? (No) '

Cjﬁ”d crossbows be banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)
(No)) )

Signature 2y Date_ /0 -~/ f—2O ./

S——

Please mail back to: Brad Molnar, PO 517, Laurel, Mt. 59044

comments: T~ Awm #ﬁ‘f?—; 70 HAve A DSerw lock
& & = . j \
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

i . . , ; : 5-?01,'2
Name/ fom AS (). M. [[S _Address 5)L] RRrbe l?oﬂ:@/ifs Email
Phone 3375 7(9 :
(Optional) My dlsablhty is &chﬂ\wfv& acdhs s

-291g :
| have had a PTMAE for I have hunted with a “draw loc” fOLB___ of
Sra loc @ .

those years. | still use a (No)

The draw loc is a good accommodation for me. (Yes) (@/A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my disability ((No)

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)
nop&-

Are you a disabled veteraNo)

Should you be allowed to hunt without a “non-hunting companion” during
archery season

Siould crossbows
Signature i M . {7? ,:}1/, ,L,z/ pate /0 2 O = 2

Please mail back to: Brad Molnar, PO 517, Laurel, Mt. 59044

pe banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)

Comments:

1t (ke Peucq peacliend Lor by dsalied




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Name 3@\'\(\\5 K(QJ‘(WQ Address | ?OO L eoa (exan Hmtail

Phone_ HOGL S ASo< \\LQLH\OALS

S
(Optional) My disability is 5’0\\’\"& s D Besse Csoﬁxsm pasce. &l

I have had a PTMAE for _{ Q_ years. | have hunted with a “draw loc” forj_ of o e

. L:)GJ_,&,
those years. | still use a draw loc (Yes| (No) } .—<cent c\g mc-;bo.:h?c - QQ 0

Sod an
_NBM crossbow would be a = ﬁ czd
g ﬁ'tl

The draw loc is a good accommodation forme. (Yes)
better accommodation for my disabilj

Using a draw loc | have harvested the followmg ammals (approximate date)
B can Aot —~ Ao

v (.D t
Are you a disabled m@‘xm) Mo U.QNF

Should you be affowed to hunt wnthouta non-hunting companion” durmgL&( & ey
archery season?® (Yes ¥ ___—\dgz @w cevin auey

T Cont vda‘ dUVL Ope 6D 5\—@ (RN (,\LN\'V\(
S rossbows be banned for all disabled persons duritg archery season? (Yes) = N4
G

Signature ( C;

Please mail back to: BxadSVIolnar PO 517, Laurel, Mt. 59044

@l M

Date {0 -0 - Q|

- Comments:
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
ﬁq VY AL :Lf., ,"</ f{g(
Name /a( /( f’)/:m/vér Address /7 Y21 125 M 87 Email

!!CE C!ﬁ;‘_{{{d ﬁ@)gﬁ’lft"f %&&’07 Phone 'A/ﬂ/// /?;l/’ {7‘3

(Optional) My disability is

I have had a PTMAEfor __ 5 years. | have hunted with a “draw loc” for _3 of
those years. I still use a draw loc (Yes) (@

The draw loc is a good accommodation for me. (Yes) @) A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my disability@ (No)

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)

Are you a disabled veteran Yei)](No)

Should you be allowed to hunt without a “non-hunting companion” during
archery season? @ (No)

Should crossbows be banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)

Slgnature ioﬁ/ ( %/) e\ Date /{ /,7/)//‘1/
Please’ ma:l back to: Brad Molnar, PO 517 Laurel, Mt. 59044

Comments:
,Z)/"C{h)-la(,( & ~E CI// o @LE/(A/J Lo Tf:—a’p S/ﬁ&)((
777 Gr@& 1nse 9 ool lyg/\ 27 '/OD%VL SVL[«z//( 7()’ O/C’(/Z)?gna




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
RECE 22T
Name_ by  G-pau et Address ¢2p 2 RocnRos s Ly, /2" Email

[d
ti_U_CL 1I L/> fc) C‘/;‘z;z//(’\Phone
v/ T —7 , Opp

(Optional) My disability is 2 A4) SuoedErs

I have had a PTMAE for_%—5 years. | have hunted with a “draw loc” for 6 of
those years. I still use a draw loc (No)

The draw loc is a good accommodation for me. (Yes){No) A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my disab_ility {No)

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)

O

Are you a disabled veteran@ (No)

Should you be allowed to hunt without a “non-hunting companion” during
archery season? (No)

ihgju_!d crossbows be banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)
No)

7
Signature L//M 445-4‘9;. Date_/6—~/& ~ 2|
il hack +o: Rrad Molnar, PO 517, Laurel, Mt. 59044

Dlaaca m:

Comments:

Sl s Lo rmalia g Commpmink




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Name_ceny Oescher Address _7</6 3 ,9%//7@}/ Y2 Email
gdssaberSE &Fndoup. i PhONC_sfi¢ 243 ,g) '3?‘”“ij STER
4

(Optional) My disability is Aax, Replecod fion g’@n/(gf;ub 2620, A7

I have had a PTMAE for (,0 years. | have hunted with a “draw loc” for {/; = of
those years. I still use a draw loc ([Yes)’

The draw loc is a good accommodatlon for me/ (Ls) (No) A crossbow would be a
better accommodation for my dlsablllty,(‘?es) (No)

Using a draw loc | have harvested the following animals (approximate date)
WT Deen — 20615 —— 2020

Are you a disabled veteran (Yes) § o)/

Should you be allowed to hunt without a “non-hunting companion” during
archery season?f(Yes) (No)

S’h/qud crossbows be banned for all disabled persons during archery season? (Yes)
ﬂNO) ' ;,,.'.»-"""

I

W s / o . e .
Signature &.74’%1% VO Date 248/ =

Please mail back to: Brad Molnar, PO 517, Laurel, Mt. 59044

Comments:
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