
Item: Administrative Rule Proposal to Ban Motorized Use on the Boulder River 

Public comment Period: 11/6/2020 through 12/4/2020 

Public Comment Hearing: 11/30/2020 

Background: 
On August 31, 2020, the Commission received a rulemaking petition to ban motorized use on the 
Boulder river from the headwaters to its confluence with the Yellowstone River and all tributaries of 
the Boulder River. The petition was submitted by Tom Patterson and also included a letter in support 
signed by 47 persons. The petition references safety concerns with jet boats that can operate at high 
rates of speed. The petition states that motorized travel on the small stream creates the dangerous 
possibility of a collision between a jet boat and irrigation equipment, livestock, children swimming, 
floaters, and residents fishing. 

Public Involvement Process & Results 

On 11/30/2020 The commission conducted a public  comment  hearing  via  zoom.  At the hearing 4 
people commented in support of the proposed rule change and no comments were received in 
opposition. 

The commission received 2 letters from organizations representing large groups of people. Of these 2 
letters one supported the proposal and 1 opposed it.  

The commission received 58 written comments (including letter) opposing the proposed rule change. 

The commission received 34 written comments (including letter) supporting the proposed rule change. 

The commission received one written comment suggesting the commission explore other options 
such as a wake zone restriction or horsepower limit.  

The commission received one comment that motorized boating be prohibited from the boulder forks 
junction to the Yellowstone River but be allowed above the east boulder bridge to facilitate public 
access (limited access in that stretch).  
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Kilbreath, Phillip

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

chuck@sandryconstruction.com 

Monday, November 9, 2020 7:58 AM 

Kilbreath, Phillip 

Public Comment: Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Adoption to Close the Boulder 

River to All Motorized Watercraft 

I strongly oppose closing the Boulder River to motorized Watercraft. 

This e-mail was generated from the 'Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Adoption to Close the Boulder River to All 

Motorized Watercraft' Public Notice Web Page. 
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November 16, 2020 

Commissioners, 

My family settled in the Boulder valley in 1949 and we have been ranching here ever since. 

Ranching is our livelihood and is our only source of income. I am strongly opposed to allowing 

motorized boats in the Boulder watershed and urge the Commission to approve the ru!e 

restricting motorized boats. 

As a rancher I am really concerned with the health and performance of my livestock. We have 

pastures along the river and also use the river from time to time for watering the animals. 

People that don't spend a lot of time around cattle don't appreciate what happens when these 

animals get upset. They don't perform as well. And this can be a big problem during calving 

when a herd can get spooked and calves can be trampled and killed. The animals suffer, and it 

impacts our ability to make a living. As to watering, we have off stream water in several of our 

pastures but there are times when we need to let the cattle down to the river. There are also 

times when we have irrigation equipment in the river, depending on how the growing season is 

going and what crop we are raising. These situations could result in damage or loss from a 

motorized boat. 

Motorized boats present a risk to my operation that is a real problem on a small river like the 

Boulder. I also agree that motorized boats are a threat to people in the river, but I wanted to 

be sure the Commissioners understand that motor boats in close proximity to my livestock 

causes me great concern. 

Sincerely, 

Keith Engle 

Engle Ranch 

McLeod, MT 















































































Boulder River Public Hearing 
Transcript of Comments 

Clayton Elliot: Hi there, and thank you for that reminder, it was a long holiday break. Tor the record my 
name is Clayton Elliot, last name spelled E-L-L-I-O-T-T I live in Missoula, Montana, but I'm here today 
representing Montana Trout Unlimited. We just wanted to go on record during the public hearing 
supporting the continuation of the development of this rule we supported the initiation and the 
petition during the Commission hearing. We will be submitting more detail public comments in writing 
but just wanted to make our presence known today. So thank you so much. And I actually have 
another meeting at 2:30 so I'm going to have to bump off, but I'll stick on as long as I can. Thank you. 

Tom Patterson: My name is Tom Patterson. I am a landowner south of Big Timber and presented the 
petition in the Commission meeting and want to say thank you to staff and to the Commissioners here 
today for taking the time to solicit further comment. Obviously I very much support the Commission 
making a ruling to implement the proposed rule here and I wanted to add today simply that in the 
weeks that have passed since the initial meeting, I've had dozens of conversations with landowners in 
Sweetgrass County and Park County and from those conversations it's been a really consistent pattern. 
Probably starts with astonishment that when folks learn there is not a rule of this sort in the 
watershed. And second is just an immediate desire to see such a rule enacted. So I'd say that the folks 
in the watershed are energized and strongly supportive and really appreciate the Commission's 
consideration and hope you'll adopt this rule. Thank you. 

Jerry Ladwig: Hello, thank you very much for taking my comments. This is Jerry Ladwig in Emigrant. The 
Boulder is one of those rivers I love for its scenery, its fishery, incomparable location, I have to admit, I 
did not read the petition today but I appreciate this opportunity for public comment. So I will try to 
educate myself and provide a written comment, however, generally speaking, I would say if this 
petition is to avoid the use of motorized watercraft on the Boulder River, I would certainly support that 
petition to prevent motorized watercraft. It is a very small river, its very rocky, it doesn't hold its water 
long into the season. It just seems like a bad idea to have motorized watercraft, so thank you for taking 
my comment. 

Brian : Hi, thanks for listening. This is Brian Finnan, we live on the west Boulder River, which is a 
tributary of the main Boulder, both of which are very small waterways and to echo the previous caller. 
Small River. Actually not even very floatable, most of the year in high water its too dangerous and in 
low water, it's too low. Along with Tom Patterson, I was one of the initial petitioners. We find the use 
of motorized vehicles, motorized watercraft on the Boulder to be primarily a safety issue. Not only for 
those people in the motorized watercraft but those people wading or swimming or fishing in the 
Boulder River. That coupled with an impact not only on the fishery, but on the agricultural lands and 
livestock that are sometimes in the river. So thank you for taking our comments. We hope that you 
look favorably upon our request and appreciate your time and effort. Thanks. 

End of Comments. 
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